TOWN OF YORKTOWN CONSERVATION BOARD

      
MEETING MINUTES


                 April 3, 2019

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Board Members Present: Co-Chair Phyllis Bock, Co-Chairperson Diane Dreier,  Pat François, Walt Plankl, Robert Waterhouse, Peter Alduino, Rob Puff, Kim Hughes - Secretary

Board Members Absent: Kevin Byrnes 

Guests: Kathy Haake, Clean Energy Collective; Louis Panny, Panbar Associates; Dan Ciarcia, Dave Sessions & Greg Anderson

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Co - Chairperson Diane Dreier called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. The meeting took place Town Hall Board Room.

Communications Received:
· None
Chairpersons Report:

· None

Reports from Other Committees:

· None
Old Business:

· Anderson  Minor Subdivision: Dan Ciarcia, Dave Sessions & Greg Anderson
The Conservation Board accepts the mitigation plan for the incursion into the wetland buffer. The Board recommends increasing the shrub plant material size from 3 gallon to 5 gallon to insure better survival. The Conservation Board requests to see the stormwater management plan, in particular the location and plant material for bioswales. We want to insure the location minimizes disturbance and the plant material sizes and quantities are sufficient to satisfy the purpose.

New Business:

· Crystal Court: Louis Panny
The Conservation Board is pleased to see the donation of land to the Town and recommends it to stay in its natural state. The Conservation Board reminded the applicant of the tree ordinance requirements and encourages development to be sensitive to the existing trees. We are concerned about erosion during construction and post construction. The documents are lacking erosion protection measures. We request that measures are defined prior to final approval.
Discussion:
· Clean Energy Collective: Kathy Haake
Clean Energy Collective put forward applications for large scale solar farms on two sites in Yorktown, Yorktown A located in the northern part of town on a parcel bordered by Lockwood Rd and Foothill St, and Yorktown B on the north side of Underhill Ave. While renewable power sources such as wind and solar present green solutions to cutting carbon emissions, solar farms should be located on sites that have few negative environmental impacts. The two locations presented to the board are both heavily wooded necessitating the removable of more than 22 acres of trees when combined. The Yorktown Advisory Commission on Open Space rated the Yorktown (A) site very highly as a site that should be preserved as open space for the scenic quality of the parcel, protection of the Mohegan Outlet stream and the wildlife corridor it contains. The Yorktown (B) site is opposite the north flank of Turkey Mountain, on a steeply sloping hillside and may fall within Turkey Mountain’s view shed. There are significant impacts created by removing acres of trees on these two parcels. At Yorktown A the removal of approximately 10 acres of trees on a site adjacent to the flow of the Mohegan Outlet Stream flowing through a gorge, has the potential for increasing the temperature of the water in the stream. Trees shade and cool the ground and the water flowing off it.  They also stabilize the soil and prevent excessive run off into the stream. On Yorktown B the proposed placement of the solar farm is on a steep hillside – a 45% slope. Screening the solar panels would be very difficult. Trees here stabilize the soil and prevent erosion on the hillside. A solar farm on this site would change the visual image along Route 129 as motorists travel the road into Yorktown. On almost all approaches into Yorktown there is a green buffer until reaching the hamlets. The natural resources in the town provide great value alleviating density, and provide a unifying greenscape. Located at the base of the hill is an historic home, Lane’s Tavern which would be overshadowed by the installation. Scenic Hudson in 2018 issued a Clean Energy, Green Communities report dealing with the siting of renewable energy projects in the Hudson Valley. The report states that “the Hudson Valley can serve as a regional model for promoting accelerated renewable energy development while simultaneously preserving important natural resources.”  The report goes on to say,  
“To reduce conflicts, areas with high agricultural, visual, ecological, historic and conservation values should be avoided for renewable energy development.  Instead, low conflict sites and areas – such as brownfields, previously disturbed and developed lands, or closed landfills should be identified and prioritized for development …. Renewable energy sources can also be sited in conjunction with existing land uses to reduce development impacts – for example, installation of solar canopies in parking lots and rooftop solar facilities on large retail stores, warehouses, office buildings and apartment complexes.”

National Audubon also has issued information stating that … “renewable projects need to be sited and operated to avoid, minimize and effectively mitigate impacts to birds and the natural landscapes they need”. Yorktown is in the process of revising the tree ordinance and developing solar legislation. Until both laws become part of the town code the Conservation Board suggests that the Planning Board wait until the legislation is finalized before final review of these applications. In conclusion the Conservation Board advises that the location of solar farms at these two locations would cause adverse environmental impacts and is not in favor of either proposal.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m. by a motion proposed by Phyllis Bock and second by Rob Puff.
