TOWN OF YORKTOWN CONSERVATION BOARD

MEETING MINUTES

August 20, 2014
Board Members Present:   

Co-Chairperson Phyllis Bock, Co-Chairperson Diane Dreier, Walt Daniels, William LaScala, Patrick Francois, Robert Carroll, Kim Hughes - Secretary

Board Members Absent:

Walt Plankyl, Peter Alduino, Richard Shaw
Guests:

Ann Kutter - Planning Board Liaison
Dan Ciarcia – Ciarcia Engineering, PC

Roy Biata – Mandalay Builders, LLC
Tracy Chalifoux – Landscape Engineer

Victoria Abbate – Yorktown Resident, applicant

______________________________________________________________________________

Co -Chairperson Diane Dreier called the meeting to order at 6:08 P.M.  The meeting took place in the Yorktown Cultural and Community Center.

The minutes of July 9, 2014 were approved with a motion from William LaSacala and seconded by Walt Daniels.   

Communications Received: 
None
Chairpersons Report:

None
Reports from Other Committees:

None
Old Business:

None
New Business: Crompond Road Development: 
Dan Ciarcia of Ciarcia Engineering, PC presented plans for a Senior Living Project in which they want to rezone the land from R1-20 to C-2 and RSP-1. The applicant was unclear on what type of rezoning the application is for. Presently the area is zoned R1-20. Applicant discussed rezoning to C-1 and RSP-1 or RSP-2. The town’s comprehensive plan has this area as remaining R1-20 but comments that this area could develop into a hamlet with commercial and residential. The Board speaks of the following impacts this project would impose on the land. The density of the site would be out of character with the rest of Yorktown. Of the 20 acre site, which is now mostly forested, almost all the trees will be removed except for some specimen trees and a small buffer along the Bear Mountain Parkway, reducing the forested portion from 18.2acres of forested land to less than 2 acres. The Conservation Board is concerned about the amount of trees to be removed and asks that the Tree Commission be made aware of the project. Such large scale tree removal may have an adverse effect on the Hunter Brook, resulting in thermal loading of the brook.  
The plan calls for a large amount of excavation.  Over half of the property has slopes in excess of 10% and 49% in excess of 15%, requiring much earth moving, and grading. The deforestation will have a negative effect on the view shed from the Bear Mountain Parkway. There will be an abundant increase in impervious surfaces due to the scale of the project. The area along the Bear Mountain Parkway serves as a wildlife corridor providing access for animals to the green spaces of Granite Knolls and Sylvan Glen parks. The forested area adjacent to the Bear Mountain Parkway keeps the gateway to Yorktown green and should be maintained.

Wetland Permit – 2579 Barry Court:

Diane Dreier recused herself from the conversation. Tracy Chalifoux, RLA presents plans for the resident Victoria Abbate. Plans are for a 16x32 foot in ground pool (steel frame and liner), with a 4 foot walkway and sunning area. Impervious pavers are to be used. No trees will be removed, only some invasive shrubs. 7 trees (red maple, river birch) are to be added including native shrubs and wetland flowers (iris, ferns) to enhance the woodland and create a 5 foot buffer. There is a .10 acre of total disturbance. They will seed on restoration.
Discussion: COSTCO:

There was a discussion among the Board members on how to separate the topic of COSTCO into sections in order to review and comment on. FEIS has not yet been referred to the Conservation Board and it is not clear if it will be or if any comments from the CB will be accepted.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 P.M. by a motion proposed by Phyllis Bock and seconded by Diane Dreier.
