TOWN OF YORKTOWN CONSERVATION BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
October 5, 2016

Board Members Present:   

Co-Chairperson Phyllis Bock, Co-Chairperson Diane Dreier, Peter Alduino, Pat Francois, Robert Waterhouse, Robert Puff , Kim Hughes - Secretary

Board Members Absent:

Richard Shaw, Kevin Byrne

Guests:

Thomas Holmes, Peder Scott
________________________________________________________________

Co - Chairperson Phyllis Bock called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. The meeting took place in the Town Hall Boardroom.

The minutes of were approved with a motion from Phyllis Bock and seconded by Peter Alduino.   

Communications Received:

None
Chairpersons Report:

None
Reports from Other Committees:

None
Old Business:

Lowes Home Improvement Center: U.S. Route 202 / N.Y. Route 35 Yorktown NY.  Thomas Holmes of Provident Design Engineering reviewed the Lowes Home Center Site plans with the Board. 
1. The Board recommended to put in the proposed Surface Detention Infiltration System at the rear of the site, the applicant will have to remove a significant number of trees. No mitigation has been proposed to offset the loss of habitat and carbon sequestration that will result from removing these trees. The Board advises that a mitigation plan be implemented either on or off site. 
2. Where plantings are to be done around the building footprints and along the road frontage, the plants should be of larger container and caliper size than indicated on the plan to have a better chance at survival. 
3. Although the applicant has shown that the Lowe’s project will result in less impervious surface overall, the use of tree islands in the parking area would further reduce impervious surface and have a cooling effect on such a vast amount of paved area. 
4. As with all new construction in Yorktown, we advise that green technology be incorporated into the applicant’s plan. Any number of methods from incorporating a green roof, green walls, permeable pavement, use of geothermal power, solar power and planted islands in the parking lot. If implemented, that would satisfy our recommendations in #1, by making up for removal of trees, and in #3 by reducing impervious areas and cooling effects. The Board asks that applicant review the possibilities of incorporating more green technology to bring a more state of the art, sustainable development to Yorktown
New Business:

Murray Brennan Project: 2200 Saw Mill River Road Yorktown, NY.
Peder Scott P.E. reviewed the Brennan Site plans with the Board. The Conservation Board requested a site visit prior to submitting comments to better understand the project.  The site visit occurred on 10/8/16.The Board has the following comments:

1. Every attempt should be made to protect the trees in the area of disturbance where the Geo-tubes will be located. Once the excavated material is ready for dispersal it should be spread to a maximum depth of six inches (6”) around existing trees. A depth of more than (6”) six inches will smother the trees. 

2. A tree permit should be obtained for removal of all trees within the work area. 

3. Two trees of significant size – a large Sycamore and double Black Locust should be protected, with no excavated material placed near these trees. 

 

4.    To mitigate the disturbance along the edge of the pond, Multiflora Rose should be removed and replaced with native woody shrubs. The proposed plan indicates the planting of perennials, such as Blue Flag Iris. This selection of plant material will not replace the lost habitat and will not prevent invasive material from returning. Suggested materials are: Red Osier Dogwood, Clethra, Aronia, Ilex-Winterberry, Viburnum species.

5.
The riparian corridor, which widens out at the man-made pond could potentially be habitat for Wood Turtles a species of special concern in NY State. The applicant is advised to conduct a survey to ensure that this species is not present.
6.
The proposed plan makes no reference of protecting or saving the existing wildlife around and in the pond. The Board feels strongly that the existing wildlife is important and that a plan should be prepared with the input of a wildlife specialist stating measures to protect, save and place the wildlife back into the pond. 
7.
The present state of the stone work dam is of concern and NYS DEC permits should be obtained for any work needed to rectify the stability of the dam if warranted.

Discussion:

None
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. by a motion proposed by Diane Dreier and seconded by Phyllis Bock.
